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Report of the Selectmen. 


VALUATION OF THE TOWN. 


Real Estate, $811,945 00 
46§2 Polls, 46,200 00 
515 Horses, 45,630 00 
1,082 Cattle, 45,920 00 
&,441 Sheep, 31,216 00 
Stock in Banks, © 33,200 00 
Stock in Trade, — 20,150 00 
Money on hand, 099,150 00 
Toll Bridge and Carriages, 2,075 00 


Mills, . 3,490 00 


$1,098,936 00 
Exemptions, ; 3,950 00 


$1,102,886 00 


Valuation of Real Estate at the September appraisal 
1875, $897,425 VO 
‘ 
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ASSESSMENTS.. 
State Tax, : 
County Tax, 
Town Pax, 
School District No. 1 Tax. 
Village Precinct Tax, 
Highway Tax paid in labor, 


* 


EX PEN DPV Gas Ea 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Abel. P. Richardson, 


George Aldrich, (sup. School Cem. 


Samuel H. Porter, 
Nehemiah Royce Hst., 
William A. Maynard, 
Henry Burt, 

Abel P. Richardson, Town Clerk, 
Benjamin F. Aldrich, Treasurer, 
Curtis R. Crowell, Moderator, 
Christian B. Lucke, Collector, 


Selectmen, 


TOWN LIBRARY. 
George A. Blake, Books, 
Ransom L. Ball, Care and Rent, 


63,188 00 
1,911 95 


11,544 96 


600 00 
200 00 
2,000 00 


y 00 
y OO 
7 00. 
0 00 
» OD 
6 00 
50 00 
25 00 
10 O09 
125 00 


$848 00 


LOO 00 
60 OV 


$160 00 


{. W. Barker, 


G. H. Holden, 1874,, | 
EK. W. Barker, and seven others, Oct. 5 & 6, 
C. C. Davis, Police Ribbons, Badges and Printing, 3 


Lester Brown, 
Charles Gates, 
J. WH. Moriarty, 
J. W. Prentiss, 
Asa Pratt, 

G: T. Stevens, 
G. H. Gassett, 
J. W. Marshall, 
G. W. Wilson, 
Charles Rice, 
Andrew Roy, 
E. E. Webster, 
Samuel Cochran, 
WW... Guild, 
Edwin Guild, 
Joseph Kidder, 
George Jennings, 
W. T. Ramsay, 
J. E. Hodekin, 
Piel 5 DUDA Ys 6 
Alfred Watkins, 
J. Jennison, Jr., 
W.H. Scovell, 
Mathew Tole, 


~~ 


od 


POLICE. 


BREAKING ROADS. 


00 
50 
00 
25 


eens 


$40 


75 


€ 


REPAIRING HIGHWAYS 
AND PUTTING UP RAILINGS. 


J.-C. Brown, 1874, $17 


Charles Stowell, 4 
‘ James Bunting, 4 
A. F. Nims, pitty 
G. P. Porter & Co., 3 
Preston Titus, | 2 
EK. W. Barker, 8 
Jonathan Putney, 23 
Bates, Aldrich & Ellis, 24 


R. S. Blanchard, 49 


00 
00 
40 


G. W. Graves, . 3 
L. S. Leonard, ee: 
G. D. Kingsbury, 12. 
Lewis Dickey, | 8 
Oliver Hall, 15 
Sherman Watkins, 14 
W. A. Maynard, | 10 
W.G. Buffum, 5 
C. E. Dunshee, 6 
Moses Elliot, 4. 
Warren Thompson, 9 
Eli W. Graves, ; 1 
Henry P. Hall, © | 2 
Poon or SrO wilson a 
William Arnold, Jr., s 
C. H. Graves, 6 
J.C. Fletcher, 3 
_H.G. Wightman, 1 

$497 
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€3 
00 
00 
00 
69 
00 
95 
75 
23 
10 


James Nash, 

B. B. Royce, 
Charles Cater, 

_ Albert Short, 
Albert Colburn, 
Bat Driscol, 
Sherman Watkins, 
Solomon Ballam, 
Addison Miller, 
Charles Gates, 
Ebenezer l’roctor, 
C. E. Dunshee, 
Humphrey Machine Co., 
Mathew Tole, 
William Chappell, 
Joseph Fisher, 
Moses Elliot, 

W. G. Buffum, | 
Holmes & Buxton, 
H. W. Brown, | 
Charles Fisher, 

G. B. Holland, 
Bates, Aldrich & Ellis, 
Alonzo Jennings, 
EK. K. Seabury, | 
Nims & Heald, 
R.S. Blanchard, 

J. C. Brown, 


2 20 


2 58 
6 09 
AG 92 
Dd O00 


$582 65 
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BRIDGES, LABOR, TIMBER AND IRON, 


John A. Blake, 1874, &2 20 
Matthew Tole.. . 20 20 
Charles Tole, 16 00 
G. W. Graves, 8 00 
A. F. Nims, 55 94 
G. G. Elwell, 25 00 
Robert Elwell, 7 20:20 
Lewis Dickey, 1 00 
Bat Driscol, 45 15 
Jonathan Putney, 27 00 
Bates, Aldrich & Ellis, 230: 7h) 
Cr Pal i 18 00 
J. W. Batchelor, 17 60 
Nims & Heald, TE 25 
Frank Knapp, 6 00 
Charles Gates, 20 00, 
W. G. Buffum, : | 5d 00 
I. M. Graves, 22 00 
George Watkins, 10. 25 
Erastus Farr, i A5 
Jet eli ead: 8 60 
H. E. Batchelor, Zoo 
Andrew Weaber, Lise 
C. H. Graves, 8 85 
William Chappell, 2 50 
G. D. Hooper, 112 GA 
Patrick Murray, 1 00 
C. E. Dunshee, to 06 
H. H. Fletcher, ~ 23 00 
Joseph Fisher, - 10 41 
Andrew Roy, 11 oe 
A. W. Burt, | 42 37 


Holmes & Buxton, 53°30 
4 


ach a 


{Ebenezer Proctor, 7 296 
Jobn C. Brown, | 50 
$856 


FOR SUPPORT OF TOWN PAUPERS. 


C.J. WINDS’ FAMILY. 


00 
00 


37 


5 
67 


G5 


A. P. Richardson, 1874, Medical attendance, $17 
R. L. Ball, 1874, Boots and Shoes, A 
C. C.-Davis, School Books, 1874, 5 
K. K. Seabury, Goods, 1875, 16 
G. P. Porter & Co.,. 1875, - ‘ mo 

$73 


Mary Hooper, board and care of W. H. Bellows, $5 
F. D. Reed, Hn DEAE Ca EEREE Mrs. Hefilon, Q! 


E. A. Watkins, Pork to Mrs. Starkweather, 1874, 1 : 


C.M. McCARTY. 


C. EK. Holbrook, Boots, #4 50 
D. Lockwood, Goods, 17 09 
Atherton & Co,, ‘‘ $11 O00 
$32 50 
PATRICK MUBRAY. 

B. E. Webster, Wood, $5002 
G. P. Porter & Co., Goods, 5 00 
; $10 62 

SILAS E. If. WAKEFIELD. 
G. P. Porter & Co., Hat, £1 75 
H. A. Hitchcock, Coffin, 0 ese 
®12 75 
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TRAMPS. 


T. F.S. Felch, $59 25 
H. A. Perry. 22 00 
H. A. Perry, expense of crazy man, 5 00 
T. F. 8S. Felch, ! 31 50 
N. C. Smith, 4 00 

$121 75 

BLANK BOOKS, STATIONERY Ce. 
A: P. Richardson, $2 25 
G. H. Tilden & Co., 2 05 
W. dH. Spalter & Co., 12 45 
C. C. Davis, 2 54 
$19 29 
WALPOLE & WESTMINSTER BRIDGE. 

T. B. Buffum, Insurance, 1874, $16 00 
O. C. Rogers, 1874, 2 00 
C. C. Davis, 1874, Se } 
Woodard Hinds, 1875, | 10 20 
W.A. Maynard, Snowing Bridge, 1875, 5 00 
E. K. Seabury, 1875, (ki. 
D. A. DeWolf, 1875, 5 00 


$44 36 


TOWN HOUSE. 


Henry Allen, Wood, 1870, $3 00 
G. H. Hodgkins, Wood, Bite 


DM 


C. C. Davis, . 

G. LP. Porter & Co., 

EK. K. Seabury, Lamps, Brackets, &c., 
M. G. Hall, Repairs, 


T. F. S. Feleh. Cr., by Rent of Town Hall. 


CEMETERY. 
J. A. Blake, Repairing Hearse, 
1. A. Hitchcock, Glass in Hearse, 
B. B. Royce, Raking Leaves, 
B. B. Royce, Mowing and Raking, 


B. B. Royce, Cr., by Leaves Sold, 


SHEEP KILLED by DOGS, 1874. 


J. Jennison, Jr., 
W. H. Scovell, 


C. B. Lucke, abatement of dog tax, 1874, 


“$13 00 
9 00 
4 00 


$26 00 
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MISCELLANEOUS. Beak 
ie S. Swain, printing reports, 1875, —* A) Sapo 
M. J.. Britton, watering trough, | . 3 00 
EK. A. Watkins, ‘<< ae | 4 2 00 
Matthew Tole, <° 6 , 3 00 
C. C. Davis, reward and cattle notice, 1874, 2 00- 
C. B. Lucke, abatement oftaxes, 1874, | ow ot 
C. B. Lucke, discount on taxes paid before Oct. 1, 504 07 
Tees Bellows, Attorney’s fees, 1874 & 1875, 39 O05 
W. A. Maynard, precinct expenses, | 300 00 
Ephraim Barker, land damage, 50 00 
A. P. Richardson, reporting births & deaths, 5 75 
-G. A. Blake, ny Jy 2¢ 5 00 
Mrs. Newton, insufficiency of highway, 4 00 
G. B. Holland, 6 6s 40 00 
For support of schools, 8,188 51. 
Abatement of taxes, 1875, 49°75 
T. Drislane, breaking through bridge, 5:00 
B. F. Aldrich, Bande: coupons, & interest, paid, 4030 65 
D. A. DeWolf, teams and cash paid out, 39 50 
A. F. Nims, a RRR ee 2: ORR ae 13 40 
Henry Burt, 6s CUS cel et ada 3 na Ce | 38 00 


$9,002 53 


ee ee ee eee 


FOR SUPPORT OF COUNTY PAUPERS 


Amount paid since settlement with County 
Commissioners, Oct. 1874, £483 66 


Amount received from county, ~ 403 20 
) $80 46 
Bils not allowed by Commissioners, ) $14 94 


— 


Lills paid since Oct. 1€75, now due from County, $65 52 
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RECAPITULATION. . 

Town Officers, $848 00 

Town Library, : 160 00 

Police, ; 40 75 

Breaking Roads, | A497 21 

Highways, ; 982 65 

Bridges, 856 37 

Town Paupers, 279 35 

Tramps, ie 12h tS 

Books and Stationery, | 19 29 

Walpole & Westminster Bridge, 44 36. 

Town House, 18 36 

Cemetery, A5 25 

Miscellaneous, 9,002 53 
$12,515 87 

: TOWN DEBT. 

Bonds Due, $16,700 00 

Interest Due on Bonds, 167 00 

Floating Orders, 193 69 

Other Unpaid Bill, Estimated, 200 00 


$17,260 69 


ASSETS. 
Taxes of 1875, Uncollected, $3,109 96 
State Bonds, on hand, 3,000 00 
Interest Due on same, 30 00 
Amount Due from County, 65. 52 
Cash on hand, aise 


es 


$6,243 31 


Present Indebtedness of the Town, $11,017 38 


14 
ESTIMATES FOR 1876. 


Paupers, including town, county, 


& tramps, $400 00 
Highways and Bridges, 1,300 00 
Town officers and contingent expen’s 1,8U0 00 
Support of Schools, 2,800 00 
State Tax, | 3,188 00 
County Tax, 1,911 95 
Bonds due in 1876, 1,700 00 
Interest on Debt, "82.2: 00 


Library, 160 00 


$14,081 95 
Less 
Savings Bank tax, from state, estim’d 655 00 
Rail Road eR ERS, Thi the CP OS 


$1,265 00 


eo a 


$12,816 95 


In making the estimates for 1876, we have taken in- 
to consideration that there is about $3,000 of the 1875 
taxes uncollected, and about $200 of dog money, to add 
to the school fund this year. With no town paupers on 
our hands, and very few unpaid bills or floating orders 
to be paid, it seems that our taxes need not be as high 
as last year. 


Henry Burt, Selectmen 
Dares A. DeWolf, of 
Albert F. Nims, Walpole. 
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REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER. 
For the year ending February 29, 1876. 


RECEIPTS. 
Cash on hand March 1, 1875. $151 02 
Recd.. C. B. Lucke, Tax Coll., 74, 1,731 52 
sé ss EOS EIOY doh yi LAs, OO Lee 
sé ¢¢ 6 “¢ interest 
, on taxes 1874, 76 45 
= s ‘¢ Coll. interest on 
taxes 1875, 14 82 
‘¢ County for Paupers, 403 20 
‘¢ Coupons on State Bonds, 180 00 
‘c Savings Bank Tax, 655. 39 
‘© Rail-road 66 609 70 
sc Literary Fund, | 193 50 
‘¢ Cemetery lot, 10 00 


‘¢ H. E. Howland, for Cemetery lot, 20 00 


a ee 


~ $18,927 09 


ee eee 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Paid Town orders, for 1874, 1,081 59 
“6 AS Hs ‘<.1875,' to, Feb: 29,1876,-'" 
12,707 68 


‘¢ County Tax, 1591195 
ss State 6 3,188 00 
Cash on hand Feb. 29, 1876, 37 83 


| $18,927 05 
BENJAMIN F. ALDRICH, Treasurer. 


® 
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The undersigned committee, appointed to settle with 
with the Selectmen and Treasurer, have examnned their 
accounts and find them well vouched and correctly cast. 


George Aldrich, 
Josiah G. Bellows, $ Auditors, 
Edwin K. Seabury, 


REPORT 


SUPERINTEHNDING 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
TOWN CF WALPOLE 
For the year ending March 14, 1876. 


The amount of money raised by the town was $3000 ; 
—hy district No. 1, $600, — the literary fund, 193.50; 
making an aggregate of $3793.50, me 

The above mentioned sum was apportioned to the dif- 
ferent schools in the se manner : 


arrears a, 


| 
| 


. 


ce ae rc en a Rent 


alee |e u| 3 
5 43 iS 43 
a Se =|3$2 
pond = ie ad 5 sma 
oe) iS) ey S 5 abe 
ol he ahi 
US a gt se ea. ed PY NH: z|<_4 
District No 3} 154/$1412 00 District “No 8 His 94 OG 
a ore 94; 498 29 9 82! 196 47 
i: Ar oo 21) 155 04. + The Lee 35! 208 41 
_ ue 86} 212 22 4} rrciel | 24151 24 
dg ee 19| 147 42 * rte 35| 208 41 
4 Mag *) 13] 124 55]] @ ey bbe ha &; 23] 162 67 
£3 seks | Ath 16 95 He er yee:: 170 20 


Each school, by vote of the town, receives $75, and 
the remaining portion of the money is drawn according 
the number of scholars in each distrcit,— each schol- 
ar drawing $3.81. 


18 


It will be seen that the cost of schooling one schol- 
ar in District No .1 thirty six weeks, is $9.16; while in 
District No. 8, it costs $18.80 for fourteen weeks; and 
for thirty six weeks, as in District No. 1, it would cost 
$39.24 per scholar, — more than four times as much. 


——O 


SPECIAL REPORT. 


District No. 2. — This district has more scholars than 
any other in town, except District No.1. The sum- 
mer school of twelve weeks was commenced by Miss 
Litua E. Cray, of Chester, Vt., whose health permitted 
her to contiiiue, with the forty six scholars in attendance, 
but four weeks. 

Miss Antice M. Eppy, of Bellows Falls, a young teach- 
er full of energy, was engaged to finish the term, which 
she did successfully. Great improvement was made in 
reading and spelling, and the schoo! was found in good 
order. Mental arithmetic was taught in a modern and 
exact manner. There was a great falling off in atten- 
dance, inthe last part of the term, and, mirabile dictu, 
there were nearly four hundred marks of tardiness re- 
ported. Tardiness seems to have been made more of a 
specialty than is usually found profitable, in schools seek- 


ing high rank. : 


The winter term is in session at the time of writing 
this report, it being fifteen weeks in length. The vet- 
eran teacher, Horatio McIntire, is again in charge, 
this being his fourth winter in No. 2. About sixty pu- 
pils are in attendance. The school is characterized by 
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good order, thoroughness and general promptness. 
It is hoped that this district may enlarge and im- 
prove their school building, so that the large number 


_of pupils may be better accommodated. 


District No. 3.— Miss Carrie M. Wuitcomep taught 
botn the summer and winter schools. Each term, a 
class of small boys were taught to spell a large num- 
ber of words very difficult of orthography, and to an- 
swer many general questions on various subjects, giving 
much interest to the examinations, which were well at- 
tended by the friends of the school. The school was 
made to show some points of excellence, thus giving it 
character. A system of marking was kept by the teach- 
er, which prompted the pupils to right actions. Alge- 
bra was taught to an advanced pupil. Rhetorical exer- 
cises added to the interest of the examination and were 
profitable to those participating. 


District No. 4.— This school was taught during the 
entire school year, by Miss Jennie M. Merriam of 
this town. She has attended the Normal School in this 
state, and consequently her labors in the school-room 
were much more satisfactory to herself and all concern. 
ed. We visited the school three times during the year, 
and were favorably impressed with her manner of im- 
puting instruction, and her mode of of discipline. We 
should have been pleased to have visited her school at 
the close; but circumstances prevented. 

The Prudential Committee gave us no notice of a 
school in the district during the year, which was one 
of the duties incumbent on him to perform. ‘There are 
some things to mention and look after at the commence- 
ment of every term which would lose their effect to be 
mentioned in the mid te of the term, — hence the ne- 
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cessity of prudential committees performing their duties. 

By heeding some suggestions of a trivial nature, we 
think Miss setpenes wouttt keep a model school. Amy 
and Alice Jennings, Sarah Ramsay and Andrew Pratt, 
did not whisper nor misspell one word during two terms. ’ 
Hattie Graves, Bennie Fuller; Henry Bennett, Fred 
Ramsay and Warren Guild, missed but one word each, 
during the same time. vee 

The average attendance was low, owing probably, in 
part, to sickness in the district. 

District No. 5.—It is really refreshing to be able to 
record a favorable change in this summer school. The 
term of ten weeks was taught by Miss Apsn B. Cocu- 


RAN of this.town. She labored hard to make the school 
a success, and her efforts bore an abundance of fruit. 


Much credit is due the teacher for her untiring efforts. 

With a little more experience she would make a much 
desired teacher. EWN Ee eh 

Minnie Watkins, Addie Slade and Bessie Watkins, 
had.no imperfect recitations during. the whole term, 
numbering 230. Alice Ross, Nellie Graves and Norman 
Watkins, had only one imperfect recitation each, out of 
180. Arthur Jennison had only. two out of 200, and 
Walter Graves only three. We doubt if any school in 
town can show.a better record. Per cent. of attendance 
92. ; | Cd Vartan oa ob | 

Feb. 17. Visited No.5 school the day before it clos- 
ed. F.N. Herron, of Ludlow, Vt., teacher.. This was 
one of our best taught and governed schools, for the eur- 
rent year. Mr. Horton has the proper tact and genial 
manners necessary in a schoolroom. There was mutual 
good feeling between teacher and pupil, which added. 
much to the advancement and final success of the school. 


No special feature was noticed ; all the branches taught 
seemed to have had a due share of attention. This di- 
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Stict has been lucky one year, at least, in school affairs. 
We hope Mr. Horton wil] favor us another winter in 


the schoolroom. Seven pupils were not absent during 
the term. 


_ District No 6. — The school year was divided into three 
terms, in this district. The summer school, of eight 
weeks, was in charge of Miss Littm Lesorveau, whose 
task could not have been very irksome, as two girls 
and one boy comprised the whole number of scholars. 
The girls were present every day; the boy every day 
but two. None of the trio were tardy. The fall school 
of only four weeks, taught by Miss M. Jessie WiLiams, 
1umbered seven pupils, four of which came from a dis- 
trict in Alstead. Only three pupils had absent marks, 
and they but one each. All were tardy from one to 
three times each. 7 

The winter school was twelve weeks in length and 
humbered nine scholars, three of which came from Dist. 
No. 7. It was taught by Miss Mary E. Darsy. 

The enterprising prudential committee was very desi- 
rous that the superintendents should pay this district 
its due share of attention. This they tried to.do, and 
hereby comes the report, favorable to all concerned. 


District No. 7.—— This district furnished nine pupils 
for each of two terms of school, which is a larger num- 
ber than, usually assembles in the hall of learning, on 
Derry Hill. No striking features are found in this 
school to furnish material for an elaborate special re- 
port. Miss Anna Warxins taught the summer school 
with the success of last year. Miss Auice J. WHITNEY 
taught the fall school with success similar to that report- 
ed in No. 13. 

Disrricr No. 8.—This school, of fourteen weeks, was 
taught by Miss Susm F. Exxis, of Surry. We visited 
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the school but three times during the year. At each 
time, we were well pleased with the promptness of the 
teacher and also, of her manner of imparting instrac- 
tion. The school was small and the pupils backward 
in their studies, but prompt in their recitations and 
anxious to learn. Miss Ellis did well in this school 
and we think her services: would be appreciated in a 
more advanced one. This was the banner school for 
attendance, being 100 per cent.-—the only instance on 
record in town. 


District No. 9. —July 9th, we visited No. 9 school, 
and found the old schoolroom, for onve, clean and tidy ; 
the walls.festooned with forest leaves, and the desks 
and table tastefully decorated with choice flowers of 
the season. 

It seemed to be a fitting time for Miss Ciara J. 
Graves(?),—we speak in the past tense,—to close her 
labors in the schoolroom, where but a few summers 
since, we heard her spell ‘*a-b ab” for the first time. 

The examination was all that could be expected. All 
was satisfactory to the committee, and the enjoyable 
time passed quickly away. | 

Miss Graves has followed the all potent fashion of her 
sex, and changed her name for ‘‘better or for worse”. 
We hope her future life may be as prosperous and hap- 
py, as her schoolroom labors have been creditable to 
herself and profitable to others. We hope, if it should 
hereafter be her good or ill fortune(?) to teach a ‘‘kin- 
dergarten” school, she will so bend the ‘‘twig” that the 
tree may grow straight. 


The winter term of this school was taught by Miss 
Evia EF. Parxyurst of Athens, Vt. Miss Parkhurst is a 
good scholar and a person of quiet manners; too quict 
for such a school as this. There is a principle in phi- 
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losophy, ‘‘that two bodies cannot occupy the same place 
at the same time”. It is thought the following compar- 
ison might be fitly made to schools generally, that when 
mischief comes in at the door, learning flies out at the 
window. Mischief is contagious, and when not treated 
promptly, in the first stages, is more demoralizing to a 
school, than barefaced ugliness, for ugliness can be sum- 
murily dealt with. 

The teacher in this school carried too loose rein and 
the consequences were seen at the close of the school. 
The scholars present the day of our visit were listless, 
and no marked improvement was made in their studies. 
The teacher meant well, and doubtless would give bet- ' 
ter satisfaction in a different school. A teacher of pos- 
itive character and commanding presence is needed for 
the winter term in this district. 


Districr No. 10. — Miss Minnie H. Batu teacher. 


We think the Prudential Committee was not fortunate 
in procuring a teacher for the summer term, for she 
was inexperienced in teaching, and not much experienced 
in any thing else, We had the discourtesy to ask her 
age; her aunt being present answered ‘‘eighteen”, but we 
had grave doubts of the truth of the assertion. She 
had early instructions how to manage the school, but 
the instructions were not lasting. 


She closed the school prematurely and we saw no 
more of her. She bore a very fair examination for one 
so young, haviug just graduated from the Hgih School, 
Amherst, Mass. From information obtained from parents 
in the district, we judge the school was not a success. 

The winter term was taught by the same teacher who 
taught the school a year ago, —Mr. Epwarp A. War- 
Kins, of thistown. Our last visit was the day the school 
closed. We found a large number of visitors present, 
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whom we were pleased to see. A small class in Green- 
leaf’s Practical Arithmetic, had just wrought the last 
examples in the book. On a critical: review they will 
find many essential points, over looked heretofore. The 
examination of the classes, in all tle branches pursued, 
was a decided improvement on last year’s examination. 

While most of the scholars in this district are anx- 
ious to learn, there are a few who are listless and in- 
different. The average age of the pupils'\in this school, 
would warrant more advancement, with even ¢hez? priv- 
ileges. For attendance this school holds the second place 
in town. On the whole, we think the school is a fair one. 


District No. 11.— The school year, in this district, 
was divided into two terms, summer and winter, eight 
and twelve weeks respectively. Miss C, BetL CHapPrEeLy 
taught the summer term. This was her first attempt 
to give innstruction. The school was small and the schol- 
ars backward in their studies. Fair progress was made 
by the pupils, and we think good order was maintained. 
We heard no complaint. ) 


The winter term was taught by her sister, Miss Ju- 
LIETTE CHAPPELL, who has had a long experience. in 
the schoolroom in this town, and also, in other places. 
We did not visit the school at the close, being from 
home; but we trust she gave satisfaction, from our 
knowledge of her success heretofore. 


Some of the parents in this district take little or no 
interest in the schooling of their children; if we can 
judge by the number of absences and tardinesses. No 
teacher can benefit pupils much, where parents are so 
indifferent. Only two pupils were present every day 
during the winter term. Teachers lose all their ambi- 
tion for success, from such neglect of parents, and con- 
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sequently the school amounts to but little. Schools are 
worthless where pupils are absent half the time. 


Disrricr No, 12. — The summer school of ten weeks 
ras taught by Miss Apa M. Fisuer, an active young 
teacher of our own town. With seventeen small pupils 
the school was made an interesting and profitable one. 

In the fall and winter there were sixteen weeks of 
school, divided into two terms of equal length, taught 
by Miss Netire M. Atwoop, of Aeworth, who has had 
about fifty months experience in teaching, in this town 
and elsewhere. Drewsville may well be congratulated 
in having its modern school room graced with such ex - 
cellent teachers. It may be well to suggest that this 
distrigt be vigilant to see that all the children residing 
within its limits, between the ages of five and fifteen, 
attend school as many weeks as the law requires. It 
is noticed also, that two or thrce pupils are sometimes 
absent on examination day, without offering sufficient 
reason. It is hoped these doubtful matters may appear 
clear in the future. 


District No. 13. — The summer term of six weeks 
was taught by Miss Jutietre CHAappeLL, who we pre- 
sume, met with her usual success. We did not find the 
school in session at one time near the commencement, 
when we called to make a visit. We called again near 
the middle of the term, and found the school in work- 
ing order. There was nothing of special interest to ar- 
rest our attention. We felt to trust the school with 
the teacher the remaining time, as our confidence in 
the teacher is unabated. Thirteen pupils. 


The winter term of eleven weeks was taught by 
Miss Jennie A. Wurrney, who taught in No. 7 in the 
summer. We were not over pleased with the success 
obtained, although the schoo) was not a failure, ccm- 
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paratively, as several of the pupils in this school have 
good minds, are orderly and anxious to learn. Such 
pupils need to be fed with choice intellectual diet, and 
they will thrive, — when withheld, they languish. 

If the teacher’s attainments were of the first order, 
they were not always at her command. She was not 
overburdened with pupils, having only eight. 

We think a judicious expenditure of properly direct- 
ed skill and energy, would have made this school a 
success. | 


The number of perfect recitations was very credita- 
ble to most of the pupils, but the average attendance 
was low, owing to the absence, most of the time, of 
three pupils. 


_Disticr No, 14.—- This school has been taught by 
Miss Mary A. Rawson, in both summer and winter terms. 

It is becoming one of the most advanced and pros- 
perous schools in town, whereas it has been, within a 
few years, one of the most backward. Recitations in 
grammar, history, geography and arithmetic made each 
a good showing. Rhetorical exercises formed quite a 
feature in the examinations, which were well attended 
by the patrons of the school. Much credit is again due 
the teacher for the faithful manner in which she per- 
formed her duties, in this progressive school. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


— 


EIGHTEEN HuNpDRED and SrveNty Srx! 


This is our Centennial year,—the year of Jubilee 
for the United States of America, — the year of the one 
hundredth anniversary of our political ‘‘departure” from 
the tyranny of our mother country — England. 

The history of no people on the face of the globe will 
furnish such unparalled progress, in every ane that 
pertains to the amelioration and happiness of mankind. 

In science, arg, literature, material prosperity, gener- 
al intelligence, and broad intellectual culture, no coun- 
try can furnish a paraltel in the last hundred years; all 
of which, in a great measure, is the result of the gen- 
eral knowledge obtained from our common school sys- 
tem: High attainments, the arts and sciences, with skill- 
ed labor, have been the principal factors. 

While we as a people can boast of our rapid growth 
and advancement in general intelligence and education, 
one might inquire what a proper education is; and af- 
ter finding the true definition, might ask if there are 
not some branches of our educational tree that might be 
cut off, without detriment to the beauty and growth ot 
the main body. | 


We will give our definition of a proper education, 
and then see if we have strictly followed it. 

A proper education is the art of developing and cul- 
tivating the various physical, mtellectual and moral fac- 
ulties, and the improvement of the mind, to the end 
that we may enjoy life, and to aid us in procuring its 
material comforts. Do all educational efforts tend to 
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procure material comforts.? We think not. Itis claim- 
ed by some educators, that our youth are degenerating 
physically, and hence, the resort to hoatcowmines base 
ball and kindred games, which are thought necessary in 
our higher institutions of learning to promote physical 
developement. These pastimes have been fostered to 
such an extent, that nearly one half of the students’ 
time is devoted to games and boat rowing. 


- The more thoughtful, — parents and educators, — have 
discovered the error of such practices, carried to such 
an extent, and have earnestly put in a protest against 
them. They cost too much money, and waste too much 
precious time, to be longer tolerated. The men of a 
hundred years ago were well «developed in body and 
mind, although they never saw a base ball club. They 
found plenty of exercise in less expensive ‘pastimes. 

The saw horse and a good wood saw are worthy of 
some notice these hard times, as muscle developes. 


How is it with the education of our daughters? Have 
they more education than their grandmothers? No, but 
their grandmothers’ was ofa different kind. They knew 
how to make a loaf of bread and baste a turkey, to 
nurse the sick and make a-cheerful home. 


The homespun education of our grandmothers was 
not incompatible with the culture of the mind in the 
walks of literature, as evinced by the letters of the wife 
of the elder Adams and others, which were models of 
pure English and good sense. 


Within the past century, the doors of our common 
schools have been thrown open to both sexes, and their 
education has been nearly the same; but more recently 
there has been a total neglect of common school edueca- 
tion and also of domestic education. 

An education obtained at our common schools is thought 
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to be vulgar, and as an alternative, a resort is had to 
the fashionable boarding schools, where a few fashion- 
able studies are taught, and the art of dissimulation 
learned, and sooner or later, the daughters return to 
their homes with an accomplished education. Accom- 
plished in what? Why, in knowing just enough French 
to pronounce the different parts of their wardrobe, and 
enough Geometry to know a curve from astraight line. 
What next ? Why, Peterson’s Magazine, or some other 
like monthly, is put into the daughter’s hands by a lov- 
ing mother, that the daughter may study the curves, an- 
gles and names of the last fashion plate. To gratify 
the imperious demands of the fashionable daughter, the 
mother becomes a slave, the father’s pocket is depleted 
to furnish the most costly imported fabric for the 
daughter to order cut into shreds and forms, to be 
fashioned into unbecoming and unprofitable garments. 


The parent, in order to appease the daughter, passes 
sleepless nights, grows sullen and moody; and finally to 
keep up appearances, resorts to dishonesty, peculation 
forgery, and robbery. The last act of the parent is ig- 
nominious, precipitous flight or suicide. All this, is the 
result of a false education, 6r as some would term it, 
‘¢hard times” 


Edward Everett once said that ‘*a boy who could 
read his language well, write a good hand, and had a 
thorough knowledge of the elements of arithmetic and 
geography, had a good education.” These studies should 
be pursued, excluding all others, till they are thorough- 
ly mastered ; for they are of paramount necessity, as three 
fourths of our school population, never go beyond the 
district school. If the proficiency of the scholar will 
warrant, such studies as philosophy, physiology, hygiene, 
‘¢ Science of common things, ” Constitution of the United 
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States, might be introduced with profit ; always excluding 
Latin and Algebra, to the pupil of limited time. 
Scholars should also be educated in reference to their 
probable pursuits. through life, jthat no time may be 
wasted on:those studies that are an ornament rather 
than a benefit. 


Our. schools have generally prospered the past year; 
the only drawback to their full prosperity, has been the 
employment of too young and inexperienced teachers, 
in some of the summer schools, and also some teachers 
who. mistook their calling, in the winter schools; but 
generally have been well taught and governed. 

One, instance ‘of insubordination, on the part of the 
‘scholars, has occurred, which, in a measure, destroyed 
the success of the school; —-a feature which is sure to 
occur in that district annually, as a shadow is sure to 
follow its substance. Another difficulty arose im one di- 
strict, in which the teacher-and cummiitee could not see 
the fitness of measures in the same light. Followimg 
a true statement of the case, left wholly to the reader, 
to judge of the merits or demerits of the dificullty, a- 
voiding, as much as possible, criticism and comments. 

This difficulty requires more Than a brief motive, iin 
asmuch as the committee’s motives and action have beem 
called in question, through the County press, ‘by the 
teacher and others. We will endeavor to state the fnets 
in the case as briefly as possible, stating what we know 
and nothing more. The difficulty arose from the wan 
ofa proper understanding of the true relations that should 
exist between parent and teacher, and teacher and com- 
mittee ; agravated and intensified by hostile feelings ‘he- 
tween families in the district; and also, between tenh- 
er and pupil, through some misunderstanding that @o- 
curred .a year ago; all of which have been mursed and 
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kept warm till the present. time. 

The third day of school, the teacher moved one of 
his pupils, a boy seventecn years old, into one of the 
front seats, designed for small pupils. As soon as the 
parent was informed of the fact, he unwisely told his 
son to take his former seat. The boy obeyed his fath- 
er. When the boy was found in his former seat, the 
teacher again moved him to the front seat and told him 
he should remain there duri ing his (the teacher’s) pleas- 
ure ;—the boy says, ‘as long. as you go to school.” 
In the act of moving the boy back, the isatnad did right. 
The boy left the school; the parent came to see us and 
told his story. We asked the parent what the boy had 
done to cause his removal; the parent claimed, he had 
‘¢done nothing, at the time of removal” The parent 
left us, not knowing what action would be taken. This 
was on Saturday. We sent a note to the teacher, re- 
questing him to come and see us before the next Mon- 
day morning. 


In the mean time we saw the boy, and, (in the pres- 
ence of his mother,) told him he must go to school and 
take the seat designed for punishment, and probably in 
due time, he would have his former seat, or some oth- 
er one suitable for his age. . Fearing our letter would 
not reach the teacher, we wrote another of instructions, 
informing him what to do Monday morning. 


We had then heard but one side of the dispute. The 
teacher received the first note, and came to seeus. We 
asked - him what the boy had done; and his reply was, 
that he « thought he was whispering,” but did not ‘‘know 
certainly.” .. This answer the teacher gave us at three dif- 
ferent times ; but after he was dismissed, he claimed the 
boy, whispered in the forenoon of the same day. ‘Che. 
main fi acts given by parent. and: teacher, did not differ 
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essentially ; therefore our verbal instructions to the teach- 
er were the same as our written. He left us with the 
impression that he would conform to our instructions. 

Monday morning found the boy in the seat of duress. 
The teacher gave our instructions no heed, which were, 
to go to the boy, soon after he had completed the morn- 
ing exercises, and ask him if he desired a different seat, 
and if he answered, ‘‘Yes,” permit him to take his for- 
mer seat or some other one, suitable for a boy of his 
age and size. The teacher gave the boy no attention, 
and he left the school again. 


The parent came to see us again. We went to see 
the teacher, and took the boy with us, and put him in 
the front seat. We then asked the teacher to explain 
his nonconformity to our instructions. We got no sat- 
isfactory explanation. He asked us, ‘‘what business we 
had to meddle with the matter, anyway;” and without 
provocation, he said ,‘*we could turn him out if we want- 
ed to take the responsibility.” The parent wanted his 
boy to go to school; but there was no chance for re- 
conciliation, between parent and teacher. 


The boy could have a proper seat, only at an indef- 
inite period, suiting the caprice of the teacher; if one 
at’ any’time. Our conciliating efforts with the teacher 
were unavailing. We asked the boy, in_ presence 
of the school and teacher, if he was willing to conform 
to the regulations of the committee and teacher, if he 
could have his seat;— he replied ‘‘Yes.” We then ask- 
ed him if he was willing to forgive and forget all past 
misunderstanding between himself and teacher; he re- 
plied, ‘‘I am.” The teacher was still obstinate. 


We then told the boy that we would take the re- 
sponsibility of giving him a proper seat, stating at the 
same time that he wonld be held responsible to the 
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teacher for any misconduct thereafter. We left, trust- 
ing that we should hear no more about the matter; 
but were surprised. the next day to learn from the par- 
ent, that the teacher had dragged the boy from his prop- 
er seat, at the same time using menacing words, and 
placed him again in the front scat; thereby setting our 
SEY at defiance, both in language and in spas 

Forbarance had now ceased to be a virtue with us. 
We immediately went to see the teacher, prepared to 
dismiss him. We tried all the arguments at our com- 
mand to induce him to conform to our. instructions ; 
but they all proved unavailing. Several of the citizens 
of the district were present, in an exvited condition, 
and during their controversy, the teacher left. Our pur- 
pose was not then accomplished. 


The question was now narrowed down to the point 
of paramount authority. We must either allow the 
teacher to have his way, and by so doing, perjure our- 
selves, and also deprive the boy of his schooling; or 
have ours, and do. our duty. We chose the latter; and 
after ten days of futile effort. dismissed the teacher 
‘for not contorming to the regulations of the Superin- 
tending School Coramttee 

ener we reluctantly handed the teacher the order of 
dismissal, we offerred to revoke it at the time, if he 
would conform to our regulations. His reply was ‘‘No ;” 
“Tam glad you have done it,” thereby verifying the 
old adage, that ‘‘the ruling passion is strong in death.” 

Many devises were attempted to circumvent the 
committee, all of which proved abortive. 

One week elapsed, during which time a petition from 
the district was presented, requesting us to reinstate 
the teacher. Our reply was that ‘‘we would cheerfully 
do it. provided the teacher wonld promise to conform 
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to the regulations of the committee.”. He did promise 
to eoinaie and we permitted him, to eis charge of the 
school again. 

We have been the target, of several communications 
through the County press, which we have purposely 
treated with silent contempt; knowing well that such 
warfare has no end. Personal attacks we shall let pass : 
but we feel to notice a communication in the Cheshire 
Republican of the 29th of January last, where allusion 
is twice made to the ‘rebellious boy ;” meaning the boy. 
above alludedto. Now the teacher has told us ‘‘the boy 
was not a bad boy,” — his. companions say ‘the is a 
good boy,” and our acquaintance with him, has disclos- 
ed nothing but gentleness and probity of char acter. 


Where is the rebellious spirit? What does the teacher 
mean by thus assailing one of his pupils, publicly, whi 
the controversy is ov Wk We shall not censure the 
teacher. Let the record speak itself. Neither shall we 
censure the district. : 


Duty to the Prudential Committee, compells us to sy, : 
that his conduct with us thr oughout the controversy, was 


commendable. The teacher was in error in conceiving 
himself to be the broad shouldered Atlas, in the capae. 
ity of teacher, to uphold and maintain the proper work- 
ing of our common school system. ~The load was too 
heavy —he was relieved; but the schools have not suf- 
ferred. ‘‘Wise men accept the inevitable, but strive to 
shape the future.” 
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In conclusion let us say, and ntter it as a word of 
warning, to all lovers of those principles of liberty, and 
the cherished institutions bequeathed by our forefathers, 
and handed down to us’ from generation to generation, | 
as an heir loom to the present time, that there is a pow- 
er which is working day and night, for our destruction 
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It comes with barefaced effrontery, with syren tongue 
and potent arm. It has no unmeaning sound. 

A Roman Catholic, in one of our western cities, who 
stands high in the estimation of the community where 
he lives; who is supposed to be in the confidence of 
His Holiness, the Pope, and who ‘is supposed to carry 
out his wishes in this country, recently said: ‘*We 
don’t want the Bible banished from our common schools, 
neither do we want ‘religious teaching banished ; but 
we want our catholic Bible and we want catholic in- 
struction.” 

Our. country is the home of the oppressed of every 
nation and every tongue. When they land upon our 
shores, all the privileges we enjoy, both civil and re- 
ligious, are conferred on every one who asks for them. 
Figuratively, we take them to our homes, to partake 
of the hospitalities. of our table; but we cannot toler— 
ate their dictation, in furnishing our table. The food, 
on which we subsist is good enough for our guests. 

We say then, hands off! Let no sectarian dogma pass 
the portals of our common school rooms, and especially. 
that which would subvert our liberties, and make us 
Slaves. | 

We have said this is the Centennial Yeir. The ques- 
tion might be properly asked, if this is not a proper 
time to cut from the educational tree some of the su- 
perfluous branches, that are sapping its vogor and mur- 
ring its proper shape. It it is the proper time, the soo: . 
er the noxious branches are loppea off, the better con- 
dition the tree will be in to withstand the storms of 
another century. 

If general education is fostered and cherished by a 
wise and free people, to the same extent it has been in 
the past century, for the one to come, the people of 
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the United States can challenge the whcle civilized 
world, for a comparison. 

Then let each unit of society, be active in promot- 
ing the desired consummation and it will be accom- 
plished. 

A. P. RICHARDSON, 
GEO. ALDRICH. 


Report of Superintending Committee 


For Distrrier No. 1. 


In presenting, at the close of the year, the report re- 
quired by law, concerning the condition of the schools 
in this district, your Superintendent feels gratified to 
say that they have progressed as favorably, and, in his 
judgment, been of as much service to the pupils attend- 
ing them, as in any recent year. In accordance with 
a vote of the district, at its annual meeting, the Pru- 
dential Committee, at an early a date as practicable, e- 
rected fences and outbuildings, and made other needed 
improvements, upon the grounds. At the cpening of 
the Fall term, when these improvements had been com- 
pleted, it seemed desirable for all concerned that some 
definite regulations in regard to the use of the buildings 
and grounds should be established. 


Your Superintendent was glad to co-operate with the 
Prudential Committee, in instituting such regulations, 
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( which were designed to promote the health, good mor- 
als, and, in brief, the best interests of the pupils, ) and 
to require of the teachers that they be thoroughly en- 
foreed. This has been done. Through the efficiency 
of our teachers and the spirit of co-operation manifested 
on the part of the pupils, the rules have been general- 
ly heeded; and your Superintendent believes that there 
has been no case of deliberate disregard of the wishes 
of teachers and committee respecting these things. 


It is cause for congratulation to the people of the dis- 
trict and town that this change has been successfully 
inaugurated; since it has put an end to evils which have 
often been of serious moment in other places, and which 
had begun to show themselves here. It is believed that 
committees of the coming year will do well to continue 
in force, the same or similar rules for the government 
of the pupils attending the several schools, to the end 
that the highest interests of all may be promoted. 


Speaking if improvements, it would be well, as a mat- 
ter of true economy, to have the buildings thoroughly 
painted, during the coming season. Anyone passing 
them can see that this is greatly needed. It would add 
much to their beauty, and tend to preserve them in 
good condition, for the benefit of future generations. 
Besides, it can be done now, much more cheaply than 
it can be done a few years hence, when the wood has 
begun to decay. Let this subject receive the attention 
which it deserves, and we shall have school buildings 
as creditable in their appearance, to the district, as the 
private dwellings which adorn our principal streets are 
to the individuals who own and occupy them. This is 
thrown out merely as a suggestion, in the hope that the 
district, at its annual meeting, will make some provis- 
ion for such improvements, during the coming year. 
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There have been in each department, three full terms 
of twelve weeks each; which seem to be. sufficient to 
meet the needs of our average pupil. While we should 
look upon any change in the direction of decrease, with 
regret, we think that an c¢nerease in the ‘length of our 
schools is hardly to be desired. Just right is better 
than too much or too little. If thirty eight weeks an- 
nually, are thought to be sufficient for the young men 
in our colleges (as is getting to be almost universally 
admitted, ) surely, thirty six must be enough for the 
pupils of our schools, who have, asa rule, less mental 
activity and less physical strength. If the district ean 
maintain the three departments, upon the substantial 
footing which has been hitherto enjoyed, in these re- 
spects, there will surely be no ground for complaint, 
that the schools in Walpole village do not furnish am- 
ple opportunity for all its children who may desire it,, 
to obtain a gvod education. 


HicH ScHoou. 

Mr. Curtis R. CrowrEui, who has, for so long a peri- 
od, had charge of this school, has been quite as success- 
ful during the past year as at any previous time. Re- 
ceiving, uniformly, the respect and confidence of his 
pupils, he has, by his wise methods of teaching, suc- 
ceeded better in unfolding their mental powers than 
many teachers do, who make much more parade of their 
work. Your Superintendent has no confidence in mere 
‘parade, whether in regular school exercises, examina- 
tions, or exhibitions. Except so far as they serve to give 
a fair idea of the work which the school is doing, such 
shows are simply worthless. By two or three visits 
during aterm, one can get a far better idea of the real 
progress which is being made, of the efficiency of the 
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teacher, and of the earnestness of the pupils, than by 
attendance at any such grand display. Mr. Crowell’s 
examinations and exhibitions are not of this showy char- 
acter. They seem more like ordinary school work than 
any others that we have ever attended. 


Perhaps there has not been enough effort to show the 
good work actually done. Criticisms have sometimes 
been made upon what appeared to be lacking in some 
departments of effort, connected with this school, when 
really there was considerable work of the kind done, in 
a quiet way. This was notably true during the past 
year, in connection with the subject of composition and 
‘declamation ; much time and attention having been giveti 
to it, when really the public knew little or nothing 
about it, because it did not appear at the examinations. 
At-the recent examination, however, there was an agree- 
able change in this respect, — a half hour being devot- 
ed pleasantly and profitably to the reading of compo- 
sitions prepared hy the several pupils. Some of these 
were written out from oral instructions, given by the 
teacher upon the subject of Physiology; and others were 
prepared upon subjects chosen by the pupils themselves. 

In the evening there was an exhibition at which the 
young gentlemen declaimed from memory, and the young 
ladies read selections. The pieces were all good, but 
many were much too long for such an occasion. Where 
there is a large number of speakers or readers, it is 
impossible to hold the interest of the audience, unless 
all resolve to be brief. : ; 


It would’ be an improvement in the examinations of 
this school if more attention could be given to the de- 
partment of Reading and Geography, rather than to— 
have the time chiefly. taken up with Mathematics and 
Grammar. These branches are important, but the oth- 
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ers should also receive attention, What is wanted on 
such occasions is, to get a general view of ali the work 
which the school has done, rather than a special exhibit 
of particular departments. . 


The record of attendance has been fair, but not as 
good as it ought to be, being only about 80 per cent 
of the whole number during the several terms. Some 
of the pupils have not been sufficiently mindful of the 
fact that regular attendance largely increases the value 
of any school. Sometimes they stay away for slight 
causes, and do not remember that persistancy and en- 
ergy are essential to the highest success. It should 
be said, however, that the lowness of the average in 
this school has been caused, in part, by persons commence- 
ing the term and being obliged, for various reasons, to 
leave after attending only a few weeks. The record in 
reference to tardiness has been very satisfactory. 


INTERMEDIATE. SCHOOL. 


Miss Emme D. Huntiey, of Alstead, who has had 
charge of this school for more than three years, has 
labored during that ‘time with zeal and energy for the 
best good of her pupils. There has been, for the most 
part, a spirit of co-operation among the members of 
the school, which is always essential to the highest suc- 
cess. The school has always appeared well when visited 
by your committee. The classes in arithmetic seemed 
to have been taught with especial care and _ fidelity. 
Miss Huntley has a very good faculty of imparting a 
knowledge of the principles involved in the various ar- 
ithmetrical operations. Her school is remarkable for the 
thoroughness of drill manifested in all its departments ; 
but especially so, as I have said, in mathematics. In 
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view of the good service which she has rendered in this 
school, it is cause for deep regret that her connection 
with it cannot be continued another year. 

The average attendance has been good, being about 
90 per cent in the summer and fall terms, and about 
85 per cent in the winter. There has been very little 
tardiness. It has sometimes seemed to your committee 
that more attention should be given to Grammar in this 
school, than has been done for the past few years. It 
is perhaps an open question whether scholars of such an 
age are able fully to comprehend the abstruse princi- 
ples of this branch of study, so as to make anything 
more than oral instruction from the -teacher really prof- 
itable. The theories of the best teachers have undergone 
much change with reference to it during the past few 
years. Still, we think it would be helpful to introduce 
into this school some simple text book, as an 
aid to the teacher, in instilling the first principles of 
this difficult branch of study into the minds of the pu- 
pils, and thus fitting them more thoroughly for the 
High School, when they shall be transferred to it. We 
commend the subject to the attention of the committee 
of the coming year as being worthy of careful thought. 


PRIMARY SCHOOL. 


During the summer term, this school was under the 
care of Miss Mary E. Rust, who had taught successful- 
ly the closing term of the previous year. The whole 
number of scholars was 39. Average attendance about 
85 per cent. Miss Rust labored with diligence for the 
good of her pupils, but failed to excite that enthusiasm 
for study which is so essential to the highest results iu 
a school of this character: While her efforts were. on 


the whole, productive of good fruit, we think her bet- 
ter adapted to a school of larger scholars. 
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At the openirg of the fall term the Prudential Com- 
mittee engaged the services of Miss Mary E. WanDLEY, 
of Caner: Maat .» a young lady of good attainments 
as a scholar, who came highly Pas asian for such 
i position. She continued in charge till the close of 
the winter term, with very satisfactory — results. 
Miss W. has a remarkable faculty for winning the love 
of her’ pupils, which, in a Primary school, is one of the 
first requisites to success. During both terms the 
school was large, the whole number in the autumn _ be- 
ing 54, and in the winter 51. The average attendance 
during the first term was 82 per cent; during the second 
a little less than 81. The lowness of the average is ex- 
plained, in part, by the fact that there was a large num- - 
ber of very small children, who are not expected to be 
as regular as older scholars, and, in part, by the prev- 
alence of sickness and inclement weather, during the win- 
ter term. In spite of these drawbacks, however, there 
were 15 scholars in the fall, and 10 in the winter, who 
were not absent nor tardy during the term. 

All of which i is respectfully submitted. 

WILLIAM BROWN, . 
| ' Supt. Com. Dis’t No. Ve 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TOWN LIBRARY. 


Your committee respectfully submit the following 
brief report : 

During the year, 76 new books have been 
added to the library, including’ 3 volumes American 
Cyclopedia at $5.00 each. The coming year will com- 
plete the set of 16 vols. Your committee could not 
feel justified in purchasing the whole set at once, from 
our usual Annual appropriation of $100, and were able 
to make arrangements with the agents to take the books 
and pay forthemin three years; in this way they have 
been able to place these books on our shelves, a val- 
uable acquisition. 

Since our first catalogue was issued, 675 books have 
been added to the library, enough to warrant the pub- 
lication of a supplement. Your committee have one 
written and arranged alphabetically under subject, au- 
thor and series, which would make a printed supplement 
of some over 25 pages. 


Statement of Expenditures and Receipts. 


Balance on hand March 1, 1875, reed § 
Appropriation by the Town, Mar., 775, 100 00 
Fees collected during the year, 13 48 
$120 62 
Paid express, $1 35 
‘¢ yepairing books, 6 34 
‘¢ paper for covering books, 3 23 
‘¢ 76 volumes new books, 104 62 
Balance on hand March 1, 1876, 5 08 
#120 62 
Geo. Huntington, Committee 
Thos. B. Peck, on 


Geo. A. Blake, Town Library. 


Af 


ee Be Bein Oye: 


SUMMER AND FALL SCHOOLS, 1875. 


Districts, 


Length of school in weeks, 

Wages of female teacher per month including board, 
Number of scholars 4 years of age and upwards 
Number of schalars over 16, 

Number of tardinesses. 

Number not absent one half day, 

Number not tardy, 

Number not abseut or tardy, 

Number of visits by Superintending School Committee, 
Number of visits by Prudential Committee, 
Number of visits by citizens and others, 

Months previously taught by teacher, 

Average daily attendance, 

Average per cent. of attendance, 
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